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Abstract: 
A student leaving school for any reason except death is termed as 

dropout. Developed countries face dropout problem largely due to 

social, while developing countries confront it mainly due to economic 

reasons. This study investigates into important dynamics of dropout in 

the study area, with special focus on its gender wise prevalence in 

various classes and its comparison with other districts of the province. 

Besides, it finds out the key factors leading to dropout in the study 

area. In order to achieve objectives of the study, primary data was 

collected through questionnaires, interviews and field observations, 

while secondary data was obtained from the provincial and district 

offices of Education Management Information System (EMIS); District 

Census Report; government’s reports, research papers and books etc. 

The findings show that dropout rate is alarmingly high in Lower Dir, 

standing at 6th in the list of worst dropout rate amongst 24 districts of 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP). The highest dropout rate was found in 

class 9th with about 65% for both sexes, and about 85 % for girls, 

which is significantly higher than the provincial 42 % dropout rate.  

Furthermore, the analysis reveals that poverty contributes about 60% 

to dropout while other main factors like lack of educational facilities in 

schools, remoteness of schools from homes, especially the secondary 

schools for girls having no proper transport, parents’ behavior about 

female education are responsible for this dropout. The study provides 

useful suggestions to help control dropout and promote education in 

the study area, and, elsewhere in the province. 

 

Keywords:  Dropout; Factors; Poverty; Educational facilities 

 

I.  Introduction 
 Dropout is defined as leaving school without obtaining a high school certificate or 

equivalent credential (dosomething website). Schooling, according to the human capital 

theory, is an investment that generates higher future income for individuals (McMahon, 

1998). Early dropouts in schools are a widespread phenomenon in developing as well as 
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in developed countries. Whereas in the OECD countries, almost 100% of students enroll 

in secondary education and about 80% of them finish, in Latin America only 50% of 

students enroll and less than a third of them complete the school level (Carlson, 

2002).The costs of dropout at schools are; the individuals suffer from reduced earnings 

and lost opportunities due to no / low education level, whereas significant social and 

economic costs to the nations as a whole (Rouse, 2005). 

 

 The reasons for dropout include difficult transitions to high school and deficient 

basic skills of teachers. Among other reasons, low attendance or a failing grade can 

identify future dropout, and in some cases as early as in sixth grade (Jerald, 2006). Most 

dropouts are already on the path to failure in the middle grades. In Chicago, public 

schools over one third of all dropouts are in ninth grade. Unfortunately, thus, many 

students are not given the extra support they need to make a successful transition to high 

school and are lost in ninth grade (Allensworth and Easton, 2007). Both academic and 

social engagements are integral components for education process. Research shows that a 

lack of student’s commitment is projecting dropout even after controlling for academic 

achievement and student background (Rumberger, 2004).  

 

 In America, the term dropout is used most often to distinguish those elementary 

and secondary schools pupils who have been in membership during the regular schools’ 

term and who withdraw from membership without completing the program of studies. In 

USA in the last few years the dropout rate remained high. After every 29 seconds, 

another student gives up school, resulting in more than one million American dropouts a 

year i.e. 7,000 every day (www.dosomething.org). It is estimated that 1.3 million high 

school students in America drop out every year; a disproportionate number of whom are 

youth of color (i.e. red Indians / blacks) (APA, 2012). Similarly, 12 % of 

underperforming high schools are responsible for more than half of the nation‘s dropout 

(Tucci, 2010). Increasing the graduation rate and college matriculation of male students 

in the United States by just 5 percent could lead to combined savings and revenue of 

almost $8 billion each year by reducing crime-related costs (Issue Brief, 2006). 

Moreover, each class of dropout is responsible for significant financial and social costs to 

their communities, states, and country in which they live (Fact Sheet, 2010).While 

dropout from the Class of 2010 alone will cost the nation more than $337 billion in lost 

wages over the course of their lifetimes (AEE, 2008). 

 

 In developing countries, an economic factor is the dominant cause of school 

dropout. A student belonging to lower economic status is about seven times more likely 

to have dropped out of high school (NCES, 2010).  By dropout, these individuals 

significantly diminish their chances to secure a good job and a promising future. The 

situation of secondary education in Uruguay is critical, dropouts at the primary level are 

not significant, but they become considerable after completion of primary and during 

secondary school. In fact, 12% of students drop out after primary school. For those who 

enter secondary school, average dropout is nearly 27% to 30% (MEMFOD, 2004). 

Southern Malawi, Zomba has a high rate of school dropouts and low educational 

attainment. According to a household survey the biggest reason for dropout from school 

is financial problems (Baird. et al., 2009). In India more children have dropped out in 

2010-2011 as compared to 2009-2010 in 10 of the 30 states where Right to Education has 

been notified (Sibal, 2012). 
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Table 1: Dropout rate in different countries of the world 

Countries  

Gender 

Boys Girls 

Kenya 2003 12.80% 19.40% 

Senegal 2005 26.40% 34.30% 

Niger 2006 29.40% 30.60% 

Mali 2006 15.10% 23.40% 

Madagascar 2003 28.70% 31.90% 

Cameroon 2004 11.00% 14.90% 

Ghana 2003 8.50% 10.40% 

Malawi 2004 22.00% 33.70% 

Nigeria 2003 1.60% 5.00% 

Rwanda 2005 44.60% 49.30% 

Uganda 2006 19.40% 25.10% 

B. Faso 2003 27.60% 26.60% 

Benin 2006 14.50% 23.00% 

Zambia 2007 7.80% 15.50% 

Tanzania 2007 12.20% 10.40% 

Source: Sabates et al, 2010 

 

 

II.  Geographical, Administrative, Socio-Cultural and Psychological Factors for  

      Students’ Dropout 

 Geographical factors includes scattered pattern of population in large parts of the 

country, long distance form schools to homes, natural calamities in the hilly areas , poor 

communication facilities; administration factors includes out mode procedure of 

supervision and administration, indifferent behavior of administrative and supervisory 

persons towards teaching community, inadequate supervision, inadequacy of audio visual 

aids in schools. The curriculum factors includes curriculum that is not in harmony with 

the needs and abilities of children, poor quality of education and rigid system of 

examinations. 

 

 Among the socio-cultural factors, socio- cultural inhibitions towards education, 

rivalry among families especially in tribal areas , establishment of schools in the houses 

of Maliks, Khans etc and customs of early marriages. Psychological factors includes 

heavy load of school bags, long hours of stay in class rooms, practice of forcing students 

to repeat class work in homes and introduction of formal education from the very first 

day in schools.  

 

III.  Current Status in Pakistan 
 Pakistan’s budget allocation for education was 2.6% of the GNP up to the year 

2007, significantly short of minimum of 4% of GNP recommended by the UNESCO for 

developing countries (Karim, 2007). According to Article 37 (b) of the Constitution of 

Pakistan the education is the basic rights of the citizens and makes it essential for the 

state to provide free and compulsory education up to secondary level.  The literacy rates 

sex wise division shows that literacy among males is higher. However, the rate of 

increase in literacy for females is faster as compared to the males.  
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 Pakistan’s literacy ratio was 45 % in 1998 (GOP, 1998) rose to 54 percent in 2005-

06. Literacy among males is higher. However, the rate of increase in literacy for females 

is faster as compared to the males. The literacy rate at different provinces also varies due 

to the different cultural and social norms. According to National Institute of Population 

Students (NIPS) Islamabad the national literacy rate is 65 % in male, 38% in female and 

52 per cent in total population of 15 plus. The values of these variables for urban areas 

were 77 % for males, 54% for females, and 68% for overall literacy rate as against 61% 

for males, 27 % for females and 43 % overall literacy rate for rural areas (UNESCO, 

2008). Province wise literacy data for PSLM (Pakistan Standard of Living Measurement 

2005-06) as against PIHS (Pakistani Integrated Household Survey 2001-02) show Punjab 

to be on the top (56% Vs 47%) followed by Sindh (55% Vs 46%), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

(46% Vs 38%) and Baluchistan (38% Vs 36%) (UNESCO, 2008).  

 

 According to the Economic Survey (2007), the main reasons for the rise in GER 

(Grass Enrollment Rate) are the increase in female GER (61% to 80%). Increase in GER 

was recorded throughout the country with the maximum increase in Punjab and then 

Sindh (Economic Survey, 2007).  

 

 According to an Islamabad-based local NGO, Society for the Protection of the 

Rights of the Child (SPARC), 35,000 high schools’ pupils in Pakistan drop out of the 

education system each year due to corporal punishment (irinnew website). Such beatings 

at schools are also responsible for one of the highest dropout rates in the world, which 

stands at 50 percent during the first five years of education. It is said that culturally 

accepted form of child abuse also contributed to the high dropout rate among children 

and the fact that 70,000 street children were present in the country (interface website). 

This leakage or dropout form the primary schools is a big problem in the way of realizing 

the aim of education system which is to achieve mass literacy. The secondary education 

is attached with so many issues and problems in Pakistan. High dropout further 

aggravates the situation. Adequate facilities for skill training exist neither within nor 

outside the school system. Thus a large number of unproductive youth are being added to 

the population. 

 

IV.  Status in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Province 
 According to GoP (1998), the total literacy rate in KP is 37.3% out of this number, 

the male literacy ratio was 52.8% and female literacy accounts for 21.1% only. 

According to UNESCO, (2008) the literacy ration in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is 46%. In the 

urban areas, the situation is comparatively better than rural areas. Again there is a wide 

inter-district gap and Peshawar is the most literate district amongst all. The most 

backward districts in terms of literacy are district Shangla, district Dir, Bisham, Bunir and 

district Kohistan. According to EMIS Dir Lower, (2012), the Gross enrolment Ration 

(GER) at primary level has been increased by 2 % from 83% to 85%, while the dropout 

rate has been decreased by 4% compared to previous year. The gender gap has been 

decreased by 2 % from 0.72 to 0.74 giving positive sign, and achievement in terms of 

female education (EMIS Dir Lower 2012). 
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Figure 1 Districts wise dropout rate in KP 2010-11 
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Source: EMIS, KP, 2011 

 

 The Figure depicts the maximum dropout rate in the district Kohistan and 

minimum dropout rate is in the district Haripur of the province KP. The district Lower 

Dir is at the 6th position amongst the worst students’ dropout in all districts of KP. To 

understand the on ground situation and suggest some workable steps to control the 

dropout rate, a micro level study has been undertaken in Lower Dir district.  

 

V.  Status in Study Area  
 In study area (Lower Dir) the literacy rate is 29.9%, of which the male literacy rate 

is 48.7% and the female literacy is 12.2%. If the history of Dir Lower is consulted, it is 

revealed that it has been under the despotic rule of Nawab of Dir till early 1960. During 

that period, education was forbidden for the commons while Nawab sent his son to 

England for education so that he could perpetuate his despotic rule. No one in the 

jurisdiction of Dir State was allowed to seek knowledge and those who defied, were 

turned out of the state. In this context, it can be said that education in Dir started in the 

second half of the 20th century. Since the merger of the state into district 

administration by the Government of Pakistan, the situation has changed a bit. Still more 

need is to be done in this regard, progressed to the present day level of 29% literacy. The 

number of schools in the entire district is 1500 out of which 1238 are primary schools. 

Out of these, 830 are primary schools for boys and 408 are for girls. These 1500 schools 

have a dependent population of almost 717000 (EMIS, 2011). 

 

 Dir State annexed to Pakistan in 1960 therefore, in this context it can be concluded 

that education in Dir started actually in last half of the 20th century. 
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Objectives of the Study 

This study on dropout was carried out to find out the following objectives;  

i. To know about the dropout rate in the study area and compare the same with the 

district Lower Dir and other districts of KP. 

ii. To find out key factors leading to dropout of schools’ children at the secondary 

level. 

iii. To suggest remedies as to how to control the dropout rate and promote education 

in the study area, and elsewhere in the province. 

 

VI.  Material and Methods 
 

Data Collection  

 The research methodology used various sources and techniques to gather Primary 

and Secondary data as described below;  

 

Primary Data  

 Primary data was collected through field surveys using questionnaires, interviews 

and personal observations. Three types of questionnaires were used for the collection of 

primary data, i.e. from teachers, students dropped from the high schools, and their 

parents.  

 

Secondary Data 

 Secondary data was collected from EMIS (Education Management Information 

System) Dir Lower, District Census Report (DCR), library, research papers, books and 

internet.  

 

Variables  

 The variables used in the study were, students’ dropout, enrolment of students, 

parents’ occupation, teachers’ attitude / cooperation, distance of schools from homes, 

socio-cultural characteristics, and key educational facilities required in schools.  

 

Data Analysis  

 Data was analyzed and presented with the help of basic quantitative techniques 

and computer accessories (Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Word).  

 

Sampling 

 The study was carried out in one of the 24 districts of KP, Lower Dir, which is 

relatively backward area in terms of education, infrastructure and economic 

opportunities. Multistage stratified random sampling technique was used to get the most 

accurate and desired sample. For this purpose tehsil Timergara was selected out of six 

tehsils of district lower dir. In next stage union council Bandagai was selected out of six 

union councils of tehsil Timergara. In Bandagai there were 11 secondary schools: 6 for 

boys and 5 for girls. All of these schools were visited and surveyed. The district is 

administratively subdivided into six Tehsils, which contain a total of 37 Union Councils. 

The study area is located in union council Bandagai, which is one of six union councils in 

the Tehsil Timergara. There are 11 schools of secondary level in the study area i.e. in the 

Union Council Bandagai, out of which six are for boys and five for girls. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tehsil
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VII.  Result and Discussions 
 The study was carried out to determine the rate of dropout and the main causes for 

it at the secondary level in the study area (Union Council Bandagai, district Lower Dir). 

The data analyzed and presented in the form of graphs and tables. Analysis is based upon 

the comparison of different variables. 

 

 The overall dropout rate in the study area at secondary level is 65.62 %, among 

this overall dropout rate, the girls dropout rate is significantly high, which is 86.72% 

compared to boys that is 44.23%.  

 

Figure 2 Dropout at the secondary level in Bandagai in 2011 
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Source: EMIS, Dir Lower, 2012 

 

 This graph shows the boys’ and girls’ dropout as well as overall dropout rate in the 

study area, which is almost equal up to 8th class (class 6th) but the girl’s dropout 

significantly increases in class 9th. Major reason for this is existence of only one girls’ 

high school in the study area beside other factors discussed in Table 4. 

 

Figure 3 Dropout at the secondary level in district Dir Lower in 2011 
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Source: EMIS, Dir Lower, 2012 
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 This graph shows that the girls’ dropout is very high from the initial classes. The 

performance of boys is also not very satisfactory. The dropout rate is very much high in 

the class 9th, which means an over 50% students leave their education without obtaining 

even the Secondary School Certificate. 

 

Figure 4 Class wise enrolments at the secondary level in Union Council Bandagai in 

2011  
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 The Figure shows the class wise enrolment at secondary level for boys and girls. It 

is revealed that up to the class 8th, enrolment is almost similar but it significantly 

decreases in class 9th. The reason is the insufficient number of schools, social customs 

and community/parents behavior to female education.  

 

Figure 5 Total dropout of students (both sexes) in the Union Council Bandagai, District 

Dir Lower and KP Province 

 
 It is revealed that the dropout rate in union council Bandagai becomes significantly 

higher than the dropout rate in KP province as well as Lower Dir at 9th grade.  
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VIII.  Factors of Dropout in the Study Area 
 

Table 2: Factors leading to dropout of students as related to parents of the students 

Dropout factors related to parents of students Percentage 

A. Occupation of parents  
Agriculture  39.13 
Government servants 30.43 
Private employees 21.73 
Personal business  8.69 
B. Parents’ perception about causes of dropout  
Distance / Remoteness of schools 13.05 
Poverty 60.86 
Cultural value 17.39 
Others 08.70 
C. Proportion of all children going to school  
Children going to school 69.56 
Children not going to school 30.44 
D. Satisfaction of parents with teachers   
Satisfied  86.95 
Dissatisfied  13.05 
E. Parents satisfaction with facilities in schools  
Satisfied  69.56 
Dissatisfied  30.44 
F. Parents’ perception about education affordability and admission 
fee 

 

Affordable  34.78 
Unaffordable  65.22 
G. Proportion of parents sending girls to schools  
Sending girls to school 73.91 
Not sending (Parents against the girls education) 26.09 
  

 

 The findings show that the role and socioeconomic status of parents is critical in 

education of their wards. Amongst the different factors, affordability of education and 

poor economic status are the main causes of lack of parents’ support for education. 

Majority of parents pointed out lack of affordability (65%) and poverty (60%) in way of 

their children’s education. The disappointing finding is that still a large number i.e. 26% 

of the parents in the study area are against their girl’s education.   

 

Table 3: Students’ vs teachers’ perception about dropout in the study area 

Drop out factors related to Students interests/reasons. Percentage 

A. Students perception about causes of dropout  
Distance / Remoteness of schools 23.33 
Poverty 60.00 
Cultural values 10.00 
Others 6.70 
B. Satisfaction of students with their teachers  
Satisfied  86.66 
Dissatisfied  13.34 
C. Students satisfaction with facilities in schools  
Satisfied  60.00 
Dissatisfied  40.00 
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D. Satisfaction of students about teachers’ cooperation   
Cooperative 84.30 
Non Cooperative 15.70 
E. Satisfaction of students with school’s building location  
Satisfied  80.00 
Not Satisfied 20.00 
F. Teachers’ perception about causes of dropout  
Distance 30.00 
Poverty 53.33 
Cultural Value 10.00 
Others 06.70 

 

 Table 3 also shows that the major contributing factor of dropout in this area is 

poverty.  The other factors causing dropout are the lack of basic facilities i.e. transport, 

drinking water, adequate building, and to some extent the lack of teachers’ cooperation is 

also responsible for dropout. 

 

Table 4: Educational Facilities and other administrative obstacles in the study area 

Facilities and other administrative obstacles Percentage 

A. Types of Schools in which children are enrolled  
Government Schools 76.7 
Private 23.3 
B. Availability of library In Schools  
Available 45.4 
Unavailable  54.6 
C. Availability of self-arranged transport facilities    
Available 03.3 
Unavailable  96.7 
D. Availability of sport grounds in schools  
Available 36.36 
Unavailable  63.64 
E. Availability of drinking water in Schools  
Available 72.72 
Unavailable  27.28 
F. Availability of proper building for the Schools  
Available 72.73 
Unavailable  27.27 

 

 The Table provides useful information about the administrative obstacles, 

especially in terms of providing basic facilities in schools. The findings reveal that about 

> 50 % schools are without libraries, 63 % without sport grounds and > 70 % without 

drinking water within schools premises. As the area is mountainous with hard terrains, 

the population is scattered and the schools away from many small settlements. Thus lack 

of proper transport facility (> 90 %) is becoming important obstacle in acquiring 

education at the secondary level.  The girls’ education is becoming great challenge due to 

remoteness of schools having no proper transport facilities. Hence the greater dropout of 

girls in class 9th as shown in Figure 1-2 and the least enrolment of girls in class 9th shown 

in Figure 3 is the effect of this key factor. 
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Table 5: Teachers’ students’ ratio in the study area (Union council Bandagai) 

School type 
(gender wise) 

No of 
students 

No of 
teachers 

No of class 
rooms 

Ratio 

Male 1255 65 38 1:19 

Female 982 31 18 1:32 

 

 This table shows the teachers’ students’ ratio is about 1:19 for boys’ schools 

indicating low enrollment and high dropout in the study area. The ratio for girls’ school is 

high due to less number of schools for girls in the study area, especially at the higher 

secondary level.   

 

IX.  Comparison of Results of the Study Area With Other Districts of KP 
 In the above discussions, the data collected through primary and secondary sources 

was analyzed, discussed and compared with each other. Now we compare these variables 

with the other districts of the KP province.   

 

 The dropout rate at secondary level in the study area is 65.62% for both sexes in 

comparison  with the same in district Lower Dir, which is about 54.50 % while the 

overall dropout rate at the secondary level in KP province is 42.86 % (See Figure 1-2 and 

4). Similarly the 29.9 % literacy rate of the study area is also low than the overall 37.3 % 

literacy rate of KP province. The male literacy rate is not much different from the KP 

province; however, the 12.2 % female literacy rate is very low as compared to the overall 

21.2 % of female literacy rate in KP. It seems that this area is lagging far behind the rest 

of KP in education, especially in female education.  The overall (for all primary, 

secondary and graduate level) dropout of district Dir L is 36.99 % and it is at No. 6 in the 

list of worst dropout rate amongst the 24 districts of KP (See Figure 5). Comparison of 

girls’ dropout rate in the study area i.e. Union Council Badagai (86.72 %) and district Dir 

Lower (58.58%). 

 

X.  Conclusions and Suggestions 
 The study was carried out on dropout rate of students at secondary level in 

government schools in KP in general and detailed information about the dropout from the 

case study of Union Council Bandagai in Lower Dir. The analysis reveals that the overall 

dropout rate in the study area at the secondary level is 65.62 %, of which the 86.72 % 

dropout rate of girls is significantly high and the boys’ dropout rate of 44.23% high too. 

The position of the entire district of Lower Dir in also not satisfactory, the dropout rate at 

the secondary level for boys is about 52.26 % and 58.58 % for girls, which is above the 

overall dropout is 54.50 %. The study shows that the dropout rate increases at the 

secondary level and about 50 % of the students give up education in the class 9th. Same is 

the position with regards to enrolment, especially for the girls’ enrollment which 

significantly decreases in the class 9th.  The study also shows that the dropout rate of both 

boys and girls of the study area is much more than the students’ dropout rate of the entire 

KP province, which is 42.86 % overall. The students’ dropout rate of the neighboring 

area i.e. Khazana is almost similar to t the study area (Figure 4). The study reveals that 

there are many factors responsible for the high rate of students’ dropout and low 

enrollment rate.  The occupation of the parents (tendency to adopt the same occupation 

by their children), poverty, tradition and cultural values, community behavior, lack of 

facilities in schools, remoteness of schools from homes with no transport facilities, 

unaffordability of education expenditures by the parents are the various causes of 
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students’ dropout in the study area. The key factor indicated by the majority (60 % in 

average) of the respondents is poverty; similarly about 65% of the parents indicated their 

inability to afford the education expenditures. Majority of the students (76.6%) of the 

area are enrolled in the government’s schools.  In addition to factors responsible for 

dropout of students of both sexes, 26 % of the parents are against the female education. 

Besides, the community behavior, insufficient number of schools for girls within 

reasonable distance from homes coupled with lack of transport is a great hurdle in female 

education.  

 

XI.  Suggestions 
 There are several causes of students’ dropout from schools, especially at the higher 

secondary level.  These include poverty, social aspects including peoples’ perception 

about female education, parents’ occupation, lack of educational facilities, location of 

schools (i.e. remoteness) and conveyance problems to remote schools, especially to girls’ 

schools. Therefore, a plan to overcome these problems should be outlined as described 

below:  

 

i. The government should initiate proper employment programs to overcome 

poverty in the area through establishment of industrial estate and skills 

enhancement programs through vocational training institutes in the area.  

ii. To encourage the low income parents towards their children’s education, the 

government should initiate scholarships and students aid programs like already 

initiated in other backward areas of the province.  

iii. The authorities should establish more schools on need basis in the nearest 

localities or alternatively to provide transport facilities to remote schools, 

especially for girls. 

iv. Basic educational facilities and co-curricular activities should be ensured in 

schools to arouse students’ interest and attract them towards schools. The 

facilities needed are a good library, audio visual aids equipment(s), computers, 

play grounds, debates and fine art competitions etc.  

v. The role of education department should be strengthened for effective 

monitoring and evaluation of the schools. 

vi. The quality of education should be improved to keep pace with other nations of 

the world. Therefore, proper training of teachers and management staff is of 

utmost importance in this regard. Furthermore, the selection criteria for teaching 

and management staff should be based purely on merit and professionalism. 
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